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THE WORLD AUTOMOBILE LICENSE PLATES EXHIBITION 

Purpose 

The National Automobile License Plate Council has held World 
License Plate Exhibitions in conjunction with the Tokyo Motor 
Shows since 2005 in order to deepen understanding of the Japanese 
citizens about automobile license plates and the regulatory system 
and to promote the extensive utilization in the dream-inspiring 
automobile society.  

The National Automobile License Plate Council held the 3rd World 
License Plate Exhibition in conjunction with the 41st Tokyo Motor 
Show at Makuhari Messe in Chiba Prefecture from October 23rd to 
November 4th 2009. 

Its features are: 

• Display of major license plates in the five continents 
• Display of history of automobile license plates in Japan and 

fancy license plate samples  
• Meanings of the registration and sealing systems of 

automobile license plates 
• Examples of special automobile license plates of foreign 

countries 
• Demonstration on model selection of special automobile 

license  plates  
• Summary of legal regulations on license plate covers 

The National Automobile License Plate Council held the exhibition 
under the auspices of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and 
Transport and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the estimated 
number of visitors in 2009 was approximately 30,000, which 
exceeded the number at the previous time.  

The following photos were taken at the exhibition. 
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Display of license plates in the regions of the world on a revolving 
rack 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Display of license plates in major countries on the world map 
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       History of automobile license plates of Japan 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

     Miscellaneous knowledge of automobile license plates 
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Examples of special automobile license plates of foreign countries 
 
 
 

 
 

 
     Automobile license plates (present) 
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Display of license plates in Europe on a revolving rack 
 
 

 

 

Display of license plates in Middle East on a revolving rack 
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Display of license plates in Africa on a revolving rack 
 

 

 

Display of license plates in Latin America on a revolving rack 
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Display of license plates in Asia on a revolving rack 
 
 

 

 

Display of license plates in the U.S.A, Canada and  

Oceania on a revolving rack 
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Presentation on special automobile license plates on a TV display 
and demonstration on model selection of special automobile license 
plates by visitors  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The exhibition site crowded with visitors 

 
 


